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1. Please tell us why you are running for election to the Huntington Beach City Council. 

My passion in life is public service and that is why I have run elected office in the 

past. However, I was pushed by hundreds in our community to run this time as they 

see the clear need for new leadership during this pandemic and current social unrest.  

 

2. What is your vision for the City? 

We have to get our city back on track and that starts with new leadership and with 

candidates that have a forwarding-thinking vision for our budget, infrastructure, etc. I 

am running on a platform that everyone in our community can rally behind and I am 

bringing our community together. My full comprehensive platform can be read at 

brianburley.com.  

 

3. What public boards, committees, and/or commissions, non-profits have you served on in the 

last five years?  

Boards and commissions are not something I have prioritized as I believe they are 

often used as a stepping stone for career politicians. I don’t find it genuine to hold a 

position on a board for the sole purpose of advancing a political career. My full 

experience and much of my local volunteer activities (through FCCHB and the Senior 

Center) are detailed on my website.  

 

4. Do you feel that the current or near future water needs of Huntington Beach require the 

construction of a local seawater desalination plant? 

The needs of Huntington Beach – no. However, the needs of our county and state 

show that we do experience droughts at times. I would support desal – but ONLY if 

done responsibly, safely and at an affordable cost. We must protect our marine life 

and we must ensure we don’t get into a long-term commitment with technology that is 

not top-of-the-line and maintained.  

 

 

5. Did you support the approval by the City of Poseidon’s Environmental Impact Report, 

Conditional Use Permit, and other permits to construct and operate a seawater desalination 

plant in our city?   

a. Why or why not? 

It is already and approved so I won’t be able to do much about conditions that were 

already set besides ensuring that those conditions are met. I would not have 

approved the current conditions. I am supportive of desalination if done correctly but 

if I were on the Council at the time, I would’ve pushed for a more rigorous process of 
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approval. This is a huge commitment for our city and we are already seeing issues 

with the current contract and agreements.  

 

6. Do you support the continued use of the abandoned AES Power Plant's open-ocean intake 

and outfall pipes to serve the Poseidon desalination plant’s operational needs?   

a. Why or why not? 

No, I don’t think the environmental impacts were considered in this decision.  

 

7. Do you feel that the probable costs of Poseidon's desal water would require such measures 

as public subsidies and/or participation by water districts in blending expensive water with 

cheaper water to bring down the cost of desalinated water? 

I don’t necessarily agree with it, but many of our public services/utilities are 

subsidized in some way, shape or form. I would not be surprised if desalinated water 

was to be treated the same in that regard at some point. I do think it is logical to think 

that water districts will have some role in ensuring lower rates – admittedly I am not 

privy to those private conversations or contract negotiations regarding the current 

rates/proposed rates under the new desalination plant.  

 

8. Have you solicited or received campaign contributions from Poseidon Water, Poseidon 

Resources, Brookfield Infrastructure Partners, an affiliated PAC, association, OC-WISE, 

OCTax, OC Taxpayers, members of the Board of Directors, or senior management, either 

directly or indirectly? 

a. If yes, who have you solicited and how much have you raised or intend to raise 

from such sources? 

I have not accepted money from any of those organizations. I have not taken a dollar 

from any special interest groups in general. You can read more about how I took on 

the biggest special interest PAC in our city at brianburley.com/proven.  
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